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“All men are created equal.”
Thomas Jefferson   1776

“All men and women are created equal.”

Elizabeth Cady Stanton   1848



1848Over 150 Years ago, 300 women and men 
gathered in Seneca Falls, New York,

at the First Women’s Rights Convention
to demand greater equality for women.



192072 years later, success came with the 
passage of 19th Amendment to 

United States Constitution 
– votes for women 



TodayThe Elizabeth Cady Stanton Trust
owns one of the largest collections
of ephemera on women’s suffrage 

and political rights. 



\“This is one of the best collections of woman 

suffrage that I have seen as I have traveled 

throughout the country.  A unique record like this 

makes history come alive and makes it look like 

what it actually was - one of the two most 

important movements for civil and political 

rights in the 20th century. The women’s suffrage 

drive gave an extension of democratic freedom – 

the most extensive bestowal of democratic 

freedom in the history of our nation.”

Edith Mayo

Curator Emeritus of Political History

The Museum of American History, Smithsonian



Women’s Vote: For Democracy  

•Bloodless Revolution 

•Weapons of Revolution

•Anti-Suffrage –  The Response

•Victory –  The Vote 

•Beyond Suffrage –  Onward ! 
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Bloodless Revolution 
Dress Reformers



Bloodless Revolution
Organizer



Bloodless Revolution
Local Meetings



Bloodless Revolution
Suffragists



Bloodless Revolution
Marchers



Bloodless Revolution
State Campaigns



Bloodless Revolution



Bloodless Revolution
Federal Campaign



“Our struggle shall be hard and long,

but our triumphs shall be 
complete and forever.”

Elizabeth Cady Stanton 



Weapons of Revolution
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Weapons of Revolution



“We shall fight for the things we have 
always carried nearest to our hearts – 
democracy -  for the right of those who 
submit to authority to have a voice in 

their own government.”
Woodrow Wilson

 



Anti-Suffrage:
The response



“The woman’s place is in the home.”
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Anti-Suffrage: The Response

“A suggestion to the Buffalo Exposition-let us have a chamber of female horror.”



Anti-Suffrage: The Response
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Anti-Suffrage: The Response



“We are sowing winter wheat…other 
hands will reap and enjoy.”

    Elizabeth Cady Stanton



Victory - The Vote
 1920



“The right of citizens of the U.S. to vote 
shall not be denied or abridged... 

on account of sex.”
 Article XIX, U.S. Constitution

    



Victory - The Vote 1920
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Beyond Suffrage

 2000+Onward!





Family Leave Act







Beyond Suffrage-Onward!
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Beyond Suffrage-Onward!
Susan B. Anthony



“I desire you would remember the 
Ladies…”

        Abigail Adams
to her husband, John Adams 1776



• Women make up three-fifths of all adults living in poverty

• Women are less than half as likely as men to receive a pension, and 
those who do receive one get half as much

• Women constitute two-thirds of all minimum wage workers

• Women earn 74 cents on the dollar paid to men

• Domestic violence is the leading cause of death for women ages 14-	 	
44 worldwide

• 30 percent of visits by women to emergency rooms are due to 	
physical violence by their partners.

 Center for Policy Alternatives

      

Yes, we made progress, but much remains undone



“Women need to see themselves as actors and 
participants in American history.  I think there is a 
very crucial connection between being visible with 
your history in the past, and empowering yourself 
in the present and the future.”

 Edith Mayo
    Curator Emeritus, Smithsonian

      



The Elizabeth Cady Stanton Trust, 
is a non-profit organization established to 
preserve the history of the women’s rights 
movement, to educate the public on its 
significance, and to promote democracy. 

Its collection includes more than 3,000 items, 
including U.S. and British women's suffrage 
and women's rights documents, letters, 
photographs, postcards, buttons, banners, toys, 
clothing and other political artifacts.  

The goal of the Trust is to share this treasure 
with the public. The Trust seeks partners to 
support and promote this important effort. 



“Elizabeth Cady Stanton broke social, economic and cultural shackles 
that forced women into second-class citizenship. She is one of the 
most important women in American history. Imagine Americans not  
knowing George Washington?”

Ken Burns
PBS Documentary Film

 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
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